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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Since 1946 (and through 31 December 2013) the General Assembly of the United Nations
(UNGA) had held 68 regular annual sessions, 10 emergency special sessions and 28 special
sessions. As a result of those sessions the General Assembly adopted 16,436 resolutions. This
compilation includes the following information for each of those resolutions: resolution number,
date on which it was adopted, how it was adopted, origin of proposed draft, the number of the
recorded vote corresponding a data bank, the item of the agenda under which it was adopted and
the subject matter arranged under one of ten headings defined for this study.

1. Resolution number

At the end of its sessions the Assembly takes a decision on its agenda items. It has done so in
each of its sessions except in 1964 when, because of a financial crisis (there were simply no
funds), the Assembly only discussed the impact of that crisis on the Organization.

The Assembly assigns a number to each one of the resolutions it approves. Between 1946 and
1975 they were numbered consecutively in Arabic numbers followed by a Roman numeral in
parenthesis that indicates the session: the first of those resolutions was 1 (I) and the last was
3541 (XXX) of the thirtieth session in 1975. Since 1976 the Assembly has simplified the
numbering of its resolutions, identifying them first by session and then by number: the first of
these resolutions was 31/1 of the thirty-first regular session. Resolutions adopted in special or
emergency sessions are identified by the initials S and ES, respectively.

When the Assembly adopts more than one resolution on a single item it adds a letter
(following the English alphabet) after the number. Thus, for example, the 18 separate resolutions
adopted under the item “General and Complete Disarmament” at its fiftieth session all came
under the number “50/70” but are identified as “50/70 A”, “50/70 B”, etc., through “50/70 R”.

2. Date of adoption

The date of adoption of a resolution is useful because it allows us to identify the chronological
order of that resolution. There are many resolutions numbered A, B, C, etc. Often they were
adopted on different dates. Moreover, until 1956 General Assembly resolutions were adopted
and later assigned a number. The numbering of those resolutions does not necessarily reflect a
chronological order of the dates of adoption.After 1957 they were assigned a number in the order
of their adoption.

3. How the resolution was adopted

Voting is the only procedure contemplated in the UN Charter (Article 18) and reproduced (and
broadened) in the General Assembly’s Rules of Procedure (articles 82 to 95) for the adoption of
resolutions. The General Assembly, however, may decide to adopt them without a vote. At
times, the presiding officer has announced that a certain resolution was adopted “unanimously”
and in recent years the expression “by consensus” has been used occasionally. The fact remains
that the General Assembly can adopt a resolution by a vote or without one.

Those adopted without a vote are identified with a blank space and those voted upon include
the votes: in favor, against and abstentions. The adoption of resolutions by a vote can be by a
roll-call, by a recorded vote or a non-recorded vote.The non-recorded votes appear shaded. In
1966 a mechanical voting system was installed.



4. Origin of resolution

On 29 January 1946 the General Assembly appointed six Main Committees: First Committee
(Political and Security [including the regulation of armaments]); Second Committee (Economic
and Financial); Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural); Fourth Committee
(Trusteeshipincluding non-self-governing territories); Fifth Committee (Administrative and
Budgetary); and Sixth Committee (Legal). As early as 1948, however,it became necessary to
establish an additional committee, the Special or Ad HocPolitical Committee, to examine some
of the items originally assigned to the First. It should also be recalled that in the early sessions
some items were considered jointly by two and even three main committees.

In September 1993, after lengthy consultations, the General Assembly reduced the number of
its Main Committees from seven to six, “to respond better to the requirements of the new phase
of international relations” (resolution 47/233). This was achieved by merging the Fourth with the
Special Political Committee, now known as the “Special Political and Decolonization Committee
(Fourth Committee)”. The Assembly also changed the First Committee’s name to “Disarmament
and International Security Committee”. The other committees (Second, Third, Fifth and Sixth)
remained unchanged.

Each committee considers the items assigned to it and reports the results of its debates to the
Plenary. Those reports usually contain draft resolutions approved by the committee and thus
recommended to the Plenary for adoption by the General Assembly. Most draft resolutions are
drawn up by a single delegation or a group of delegations that then become the sponsors of the
draft. The draft is then presented or “introduced” to the committee by the principal sponsor.
Occasionally, a draft resolution is put forward by the committee chairperson. This procedure
facilitates the circulation of drafts containing compromise texts which the interested delegations
are unwilling to submit themselves.

Resolutions can also be submitted directly to the Plenary. These are identified by the letter
“P” and those based on recommendations of a committee by the numbers 1 to 6, and the Ad Hoc
Committee, identified initially as AHC and then as SP (Special Political Committee) and later as
SPD (Special Political and Decolonization Committee).

5. Data bank reference
Since 1946 (and through 31 December 2013) the General Assembly had adopted 16,436
resolutions: 10,283 were approved without a vote and 6,153 by a vote. Only 4,501 of those votes
were recorded. However, some of those votes served to adopt more than one resolution at the
same time. Thirteen of those votes served to adopt two resolutions and one resulted in the
adoption of three resolutions.’

The data bank includes the 4,486 separate recorded votes in chronological order of their
adoption.

6. Agenda items
The agenda item of each resolution is given. Those identified with a e are the same as the
preceding item.

7. Subject of resolution
The resolutions have been grouped according to their subject matter under the following ten
headings: United Nations budget; political matters; international security and non-nuclear

! Those resolutions are 100 A and B (I), 2890 A and B (XXVI), 3537 A and B (XXX), 31/141 A and B, 32/4 B and
C, 35/220 A and B, 38/38 A and B, 38/226 A and B, 39/71 A and B, 40/239 A and B, 40/257 A, B and C, 42/70 A
and B, 50/38 A and B, and 61/128 A and B.
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disarmament; nuclear disarmament; economic matters; social matters; codification of
International Law; decolonization; Middle East/Palestine; and southern Africa. Some resolutions
are included under more than one heading.

One final observation is in order. This compilation includes all resolutions adopted by the
General Assembly. On occasion, and in order to save time, the presiding officer has proposed
that two or more draft resolutions under the same agenda item be adopted by a single decision.
For example, resolutions 53/208 A, B, C, D and E under the item “Pattern of conferences” were
adopted on 18 December 1998 without a vote and by a single decision (document A/53/PV.93).
These are listed as five separate resolutions. Similarly, on 18 December 1985 the General
Assembly adopted resolutions 40/239 A and B on the “Programmebudget for the biennium 1984-
1985 by a single recorded vote of 125 in favor, 12 against and ten abstentions. These resolutions
have also been listed separately and therefore counted twice. That recorded vote, however, is
included only once in the data bank.

This compilation comprises three volumes. This first volume provides a summary of the results
of the compilation. It includes tables, graphs and figures, as well as a description of both the
significance of negative votes cast against resolutions adopted by the General Assembly and the
Coincidence Index and its median as a tool to study the voting patterns of Member States.

Volume II contains Part I of the compilation. It lists the 16,436 resolutions adopted by the United
Nations’ General Assembly in chronological order. Its more than 400 pages have been divided as
follows to facilitate its downloading: pages 1-142, 143-282, 283-420, and 421- .

Volume III contains Parts II to V. Part II lists the 4,501 resolutions adopted by a recorded vote.
Part III identifies the countries that cast negative votes on those resolutions. Part IV lists those
countries found in the verbatim records of the plenary meetings of the General Assembly that
cast negative votes on the 1,652 resolutions adopted by a non-recorded vote. Part V distributes
the 4,501 resolutions adopted by a recorded vote under the ten subject headings identified for this
study.

This compilation was published in 2011 by the United Nations. This is a revised version.
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COUNTRY ABBREVIATIONS

United Nations Member States are identified with the following abbreviations. Those in italics
have ceased membership.

AFG Afghanistan DMR  DominicanRepublic
ALB Albania ECU Ecuador

ALG  Algeria EGY  Egypt

AND Andorra ELS El Salvador
ANG  Angola EQG  Equatorial Guinea
A&B  Antigua and Barbuda ERI Eritrea

ARG  Argentina EST Estonia

ARM  Armenia ETH Ethiopia

AUZ  Australia F1J Fiji

OST Austria FIN Finland

AZE Azerbaijan FRA France

BHS Bahamas GAB Gabon

BHN  Bahrain GAM Gambia

BAN Bangladesh GEO  Georgia

BAR Barbados GDR German Democratic Republic
BYE Belarus GER  Federal Republic of Germany
BEL Belgium GHA  Ghana

BZE Belize GRE Greece

BEN Benin GRN  Grenada

BHU  Bhutan GUA  Guatemala
BOL Bolivia GUI Guinea

B&H  Bosnia-Herzegovina GUB Guinea-Bissau
BOT Botswana GUY  Guyana

BRA Brazil HAI Haiti

BRU Brunei Darussalam HON  Honduras
BUL Bulgaria HUN  Hungary
BUK  Burkina Faso ICE Iceland

BRI Burundi IND India

CAB Cabo Verde INS Indonesia
KAM  Cambodia IRN Iran, Islamic Republic of
CAM  Cameroon IRQ Iraq

CAN Canada IRE Ireland

CAR  Central African Republic ISR Israel

CHA  Chad ITA Italy

CHE Chile JAM Jamaica

CHI China JAP Japan

COL Colombia JOR Jordan

COM  Comoros KAZ Kazakhstan
CON  Congo KEN  Kenya

CoOS CostaRica KIR Kiribati

COoT Coted’Ivoire KUW  Kuwait

CRO  Croatia KYR  Kyrgyzstan
CUB Cuba LAO Lao

CYp Cyprus LAT Latvia

CZR CzechRepublic LEB Lebanon

CZE Czechoslovakia LES Lesotho

DPK Democratic People’s Republic of Korea LIB Liberia

DRC  Democratic Republic of the Congo LBY Libya

DYE Democratic Yemen LIE Liechtenstein
DEN Denmark LIT Lithuania

DJI Djibouti LUX Luxembourg
DOM  Dominica MAD  Madagascar
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MWI
MYA
MLD
MLI
MTA
MLL
MAU
MAR
MEX
MIC
MCO
MON
MONT
MOR
MOZ
MYN
NAM
NAU
NEP
NL
NZ
NIC
NGR
NIG
NOR
OMA
PAK
PAL
PAN
PNG
PAR
PER
PHI
POL
POR
QTR
ROK
MOL
ROM
RUS
RWA
SKN
SL
SVG
SAM
SM
STP

Malawi

Malaysia

Maldives

Mali

Malta

Marshall Islands
Mauritania
Mauritius

Mexico
Micronesia
Monaco

Mongolia
Montenegro
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar

Namibia

Nauru

Nepal

Netherlands

New Zealand
Nicaragua

Niger

Nigeria

Norway

Oman

Pakistan

Palau

Panama

Papua New Guinea
Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Qatar

Republic of Korea
Moldova

Romania

Russian Federation/USR
Rwanda

Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa

San Marino

Sao Tome and Principe

ix

SAU
SEN
SER
SEY
SIE
SIN
SLK
SLV
SOL
SOM
SAF
SSU
SPA
SRI
SUD
SUR
SWA
SWE
SWI
SYR
TAJ
THA
MAC
TIM
TOG
TON
T&T
TUN
TUR
TKM
TUV
UGA
UKR
USR
UAE
UK
TAN
USA
URU
UZB
VAN
VEN
VIE
YEM
YUG
ZAM
7ZIM

Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Sudan
Spain

Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Tajikistan
Thailand

the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

Timor-Leste

Togo

Tonga

Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia

Turkey
Turkmenistan
Tuvalu

Uganda

Ukraine

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics/RUS
UnitedArabEmirates
United Kingdom
UnitedRepublic of Tanzania
United States
Uruguay

Uzbekistan

Vanuatu

Venezuela

VietNam

Yemen

Yugoslavia

Zambia

Zimbabwe






SUMMARY
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TABLE 1

UNGA RESOLUTIONS: TOTAL BY SESSION

SUMMARY

Session and year Total Without a By a vote Recorded Wifhout Without

vote votes negative votes | objection
1 1946 134 94 40 25 14 108
1 1947 4 0 4 2 1 1
2 1947 96 55 41 12 15 70
2 1948 5 1 4 1 3 4
3 194849 130 52 78 20 29 81
4 1949 112 23 89 12 30 53
5 1950-51 137 29 108 21 46 75
6 1951-52 122 19 103 13 52 71
7 1952-53 123 28 95 18 31 59
8 1953 108 30 78 10 37 67
9 1954 109 26 83 12 39 65
10 1955 110 36 74 22 42 78
1&2 1956 1 0 1 0 1 1
1 1956 7 0 7 6 4 4
2 1956 5 0 5 4 1 1
11 1956-57 131 35 96 23 54 89
12 1957 110 41 69 17 36 77
3 1958 2 1 1 0 0 1
13 1958 126 53 73 16 39 92
14 1959 129 43 86 16 58 101
4 1960 2 0 2 1 1 1
15 1960-61 149 67 82 31 53 120
3 1961 2 1 1 1 1 2
16 1961-62 134 71 63 27 35 106
17 1962 133 67 66 13 39 106
4 1963 9 1 8 3 1 2
18 1963 126 71 55 20 22 93
19 1964 14 14 0 0 0 14
20 1965 150 73 77 28 39 112
21 1966 141 60 81 29 43 103
5 1967 4 1 3 1 1 2




SUMMARY

Session and year Total Without a By a vote Recorded Wifhout Without
vote votes negative votes | objection
5 E 1967 6 0 6 4 5 5
22 1967-68 133 56 77 24 41 97
23 1968 142 57 85 25 45 102
24 1969 158 65 93 33 45 110
25 1970 161 58 103 39 50 108
26 1971 181 52 129 80 51 103
27 1972 180 59 121 82 66 125
28 1973 180 73 107 74 51 124
6 S 1974 3 2 1 1 0 2
29 1974 187 96 91 55 47 143
7 S 1975 2 2 0 0 0 2
30 1975 215 115 100 70 49 164
31 1976 261 163 98 90 37 200
32 1977 272 166 106 95 54 220
8 S 1978 2 1 1 1 0 1
9 S 1978 2 1 1 1 1 2
10 S 1978 2 2 0 0 0 2
33 1978-79 296 167 129 128 61 228
34 1979-80 315 192 123 121 41 233
6 E 1980 2 1 1 1 0 1
7 E 1980 1 2 2 0 1
11 S 1980 4 4 0 0 0 4
35 1980-81 337 203 134 116 46 249
8 E 1981 3 1 2 2 1 2
36 1981-82 355 210 145 133 45 255
9 E 1982 2 1 1 1 0 1
7 E! 1982 3 1 2 2 0 1
12 S 1982 1 1 0 0 0 1
7 E! 1982 3 0 3 3 0 0
7 E! 1982 1 0 1 1 0 0
37 1982-83 360 199 161 159 39 238
38 1983-84 353 205 148 148 32 237
39 1984-85 355 205 150 148 36 241

!Continuation of 1980 session.



SUMMARY

Session and year Total Without a By a vote Recorded Wifhout Without
vote votes negative votes | objection
40 1985-86 366 210 156 156 37 247
13 S 1986 2 2 0 0 0 2
14 S 1986 1 0 1 1 1 1
41 1986-87 320 165 155 155 39 204
42 1987-88 324 178 146 146 37 215
15 S 1988 2 2 0 0 0 2
43 1988-89 327 190 137 136 34 224
44 1989-90 336 220 116 116 31 251
16 S 1989 1 1 0 0 0 1
17 S 1990 2 2 0 0 0 2
18 S 1990 3 3 0 0 0 3
45 1990 344 258 86 86 19 277
46 1991-92 306 231 75 75 15 246
47 1992-93 306 231 75 75 17 248
48 1993-94 333 268 65 65 17 285
49 1994-95 328 260 68 68 20 280
50 1995-96 325 255 70 70 17 272
51 1996-97 311 235 76 76 21 256
10 E 1997 2 1 1 1 0 1
19 S 1997 2 2 0 0 0 2
10| E' 1997 1 0 1 1 0 0
52 1997-98 309 240 69 69 17 257
10 E! 1997 1 0 1 1 0 0
10 E! 1998 1 0 1 1 0 0
20 S 1998 8 8 0 0 0 8
53 1998-99 315 254 61 61 16 270
10 E! 1999 1 0 1 1 0 0
21 S 1999 2 2 0 0 0 2
22 S 1999 2 2 0 0 0 2
54 1999-00 348 279 69 69 17 296
23 S 2000 3 3 0 0 0 3
24 S 2000 2 2 0 0 0 2
10| E 2000 1 0 1 1 0 0

!Continuation of 1997 session.



SUMMARY

Session and year Total Without a By a vote Recorded Without Without
vote votes negative votes | objection

55 2000-01 338 271 67 67 16 287
25 S 2001 2 2 0 0 0 2
26 S 2001 2 2 0 0 0 2
56 2001-02 361 294 67 67 13 307
10 E! 2001 2 0 2 2 0 0
10 E! 2002 1 0 1 1 0 0
27 S 2002 2 2 0 0 0 2
10 E! 2002 1 0 1 1 0 0
57 2002-03 355 282 73 73 14 296
10 E' 2003 1 0 1 1 0 0
58 2003-04 330 254 76 76 11 265
10 E' 2003 1 0 1 1 0 0
10 E' 2003 1 0 1 1 0 0
10 E' 2004 1 0 1 1 0 0
59 2004-05 330 259 71 71 10 269
28 S 2005 0 0 0 0 0 0
60 2005-06 301 225 76 76 7 232
61 2006-07 309 222 87 87 12 234
10 E' 2006 1 0 1 1 0 0
10 E' 2006 1 0 1 1 0 0
62 2007-08 286 206 80 80 6 212
63 2008-09 321 245 76 76 8 253
10 E! 2009 1 0 1 1 0 0
64 2009-10 306 237 69 69 11 248
65 2010-11 323 250 73 73 9 259
66 2011-12 307 237 70 70 9 246
67 2012-13 310 238 72 72 10 248
68 2013-14 262 202 60 60 8 210

Total® 16436 10283 6153 4501 2109 12392

!Continuation of 1997 session.
*Through 31 December 2013.




UNGA RESOLUTIONS: YEARLY TOTAL
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UNGA RESOLUTIONS: FIVE-YEAR TOTAL AND AVERAGE

TABLE 2

SUMMARY

Total

Quinquennium Total Without a By a vote Recorded Without Without
vote votes negative votes objection
1946-1950 618 254 364 93 138 392
1951-1955 572 139 433 75 201 340
1956-1960 664 241 423 115 248 489
1961-1965* 566 297 269 91 136 433
1966-1970 745 297 448 155 230 527
1971-1975 948 399 549 362 264 663
1976-1980 1499 902 597 557 241 1143
1981-1985 1802 1034 768 752 190 1224
1986-1990 1659 1019 640 639 160 1179
1991-1995 1598 1245 353 353 86 1331
1996-2000 1651 1303 348 348 87 1390
2001-2005 1687 1316 371 371 55 1371
2006-2010 1548 1160 388 388 46 1206
2011-2013 879 677 202 202 27 704
Total 16436 10283 6153 4501 2109 12392

Yearly average
Quinquennium Total Without a By a vote Recorded Without Without
vote votes negative votes objection
1946-1950 123.60 50.80 72.80 18.60 27.60 78.40
1951-1955 114.40 27.80 86.60 15.00 40.20 68.00
1956-1960 132.80 48.20 84.60 23.00 49.60 97.80
1961-1965%* 141.50 74.25 67.25 22.75 34.00 108.25
1966-1970 149.00 59.40 89.60 30.80 46.00 105.40
1971-1975 189.60 79.80 109.40 72.40 52.80 132.60
1976-1980 299.80 180.40 119.40 11.40 48.20 228.00
1981-1985 360.40 206.80 153.60 150.40 38.00 244.80
1986-1990 331.80 203.80 128.00 127.80 32.00 235.80
1991-1995 319.60 249.00 70.60 70.60 17.20 266.20
1996-2000 330.20 260.60 69.60 69.60 17.40 278.00
2001-2005 337.40 263.20 74.20 74.20 11.00 274.20
2006-2010 309.60 232.00 77.60 77.60 9.20 241.20
2011-2013 293.00 225.67 67.33 67.33 9.00 234.67
Total** 245.31 153.48 91.84 67.18 31.48 184.96

* Four years.
** 67 years, through 31December 2013.
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GRAPH 2
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SUMMARY

GRAPH 3
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FIGURE 1

HOW WERE THE UNGA RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED?
PER CENT OF TOTAL RESOLUTIONS
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FIGURE 2

HOW WERE THE UNGA RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED?
YEARLY AVERAGE (FIVE-YEAR TOTALS)

SUMMARY

400

375

350

325

300

275

250

225

200

175

150

125

100

75

50

25

0

1946-50 1951-55 1956-60 1961-65 1966-70 1971-75 1976-80 1981-85 1986-90 1991-95 1996-00 2001-05 2006-10 2011-13

Without a vote

12



SUMMARY

TABLE 3

UNGA RESOLUTIONS: BY SESSION AND COMMITTEE

Session and year Total P! 1 SP? 2 3 4 5 6

1 1946 134 18° 154 13° 11 14 | 35° 28

1 S 1947 4 2’ 2

2 1947 96 58 19 8’ 13 8 22 21

2 S 1948 5 310 2

3 1948-49 130 5! 10 22 | 147 20 10 34 15

4 1949 112 0 13 22| 118 8 19 23 16

5 1950-51 137 | 11" 15 15 | 229 14 20 25 15

6 1951-52 122 210 8" 11| 23% 17 22 28 11

7 1952-53 123 | 14" 15 14 11 16 14 29 10

8 1953 108 9 4 5 9 17 20 35 9

9 1954 109 g 9 71 10° 12 17 39 7
10 1955 110 24 8 4 5 4 20 38 7

" Includes proposals from the Credentials Committee.

% SP: Special Political Committee. First met in 1948 and also appears (1950-1955) as Ad Hoc Political Committee. In 1992 it
merged with the Fourth Committee and became the Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee).

? Four resolutions adopted on the report of the League of Nations Committee; three on the report of the Permanent Headquarters
Committee; ten on the proposals of the General Committee.

* One resolution adopted on the report of the Joint First and Third Committee and one on the report of the Joint First and Sixth
Committee.

> Seven resolutions adopted on the reports of the Joint Second and Third Committee.

® Three resolutions adopted on the reports of the Joint Fifth and Sixth Committee

7 Both resolutions adopted on the reports of the General Committee.

8 One resolution adopted on the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Palestinian Question; and one on the report of the Ad Hoc
Committee on Headquarters and the Fifth Committee.

? One resolution adopted on the reports of the Second Committee, Third Committee and Joint Second and Third Committee; one
on the reports of the Joint Second and Third Committee; and one on the reports of the Joint Meeting of the Joint Second and
Third Committee and the Fifth Committee.

' One resolution adopted on the report of the Trusteeship Council.

' One resolution adopted on the report of the General Committee.

12 Eight resolutions adopted on the reports of the Joint Second and Third Committee; and one on the reports of the Second

Committee, Third Committee and Joint Second and Third Committee.

13 Five resolutions adopted on the reports of the Joint Second and Third Committee and the Fifth Committee, meeting jointly; and
one on the reports of the Second Committee, Third Committee, Joint Second and Third Committee and the Fifth Committee

' One resolution adopted on the report of the Special Committee on the Representation of China.

'3 Five resolutions adopted on the reports of the Joint Second and Third Committee; five on the report of the Joint Second and
Third Committee and the Fifth Committee, meeting jointly; and one on the reports of the Joint Second Committee, Third
Committee, Joint Second and Third Committee and the Fifth Committee.

1® One resolution adopted on the Report of the Negotiating Committee for Extra-Budgetary Funds.

'7 One resolution adopted on the proposal of the First Committee and the Joint Second and Third Committee, meeting jointly.

'8 Three resolutions adopted on the Report of the Joint Second and Third Committee; and four on the Report of the Joint Second
and Third and the Fifth Committee, meeting jointly.

1 One resolution adopted on the Report of the General Committee; one on the Report of the Negotiating Committee for Extra-
Budgetary Funds; and one on the Report of the Special Committee on Programme of Conferences.

2 Two resolutions adopted on the Report of the Second and Fifth Committee.

13



SUMMARY

Session and year Total P 1 SP 2 3 4 5 6
1&2 E 1956 1 1
1 E 1956 7 7
2 E 1956 5 5
11 1956-57 117 13! 5 6 20 7 25 36 5
1 E? 1956-57 14 14
12 1957 110 10° 7 7 11 12 19 40 4
3 E 1958 2 2
13 1958 126 8’ 8 7 19 13 27 37 7
14 1959 129 9’ 9 4 19 15 31 34 8
4 E 1960 2 2
15 1960-61 149 31 6 5 20 13 27 44 3
3 S 1961 2 2
16 1961-62 134 17 16 5 15 15 23 39 4
17 1962 133 24 6 4 21 23 15 34 6
4 S 1963 9 2 7
18 1963 126 19 8 8 20 17 14 33 7
19 1964 14 14
20 1965 150 13 10 6 21 23 24 41 12
21 1966 141 16 14 5 26 20 19 34 7
5 S 1967 4 4
5 E 1967 6 6
22 1967-68 133 15 13 5 23 13 16 38 10
23 1968 142 11 14 7 24 25 13 42 6
24 1969 158 13 21 7 31 22 15 37 12
25 1970 161 13 21 15 24 23 15 41 9
26 1971 181 19 19 19 29 29 17 43 6
27 1972 180 14 18 16 37 27 16 42 10
28 1973 180 15 14 21 38 28 20 34 10
6 S 1974 3 3*
29 1974 187 21 25 15 41 25 19 29 12
7 S 1975 2 2°

' Two resolutions adopted on the Report of the General Committee.

% Continuation of first and second Emergency Special Sessions.

? One resolution adopted on the Report of the General Committee.

* Two resolutions adopted on the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Sixth Special Session.
> One resolution adopted on the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Seventh Special Session.
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Session and year Total P 1 SP 2 3 4 5 6
30 1975 215 21 29 17 43 29 23 44 9
31 1976 261 32 25 11 55 36 30 61 11
32 1977 272 43 30 12 65 45 19 46 12

8 S 1978 2 1 1
9 S 1978 2 2!
10 S 1978 2 2
33 1978-79 296 37 45 16 66 50 16 55 11
34 1979-80 315 48 43 18 86 43 13 52 12
6 E 1980 2 2
7 E 1980 3 3
11 S 1980 4 4’
35 1980-81 337 55 44 20 71 59 13 61 14
8 E 1981 3 3
36 1981-82 355 57 53 24 73 58 11 63 16
9 E 1982 2 2
7 E’ 1982 3 3
12 S 1982 1 1
7 E’ 1982 3 3
7 E’ 1982 1 1
37 1982-83 360 52 61 28 76 61 15 50 17
38 1983-84 353 49 66 26 72 55 14 54 17
39 1984-85 355 44 71 26 78 57 16 46 17
40 1985-86 366 48 72 25 71 74 15 46 15
13 S 1986 2 24
14 S 1986 1 1
41 1986-87 320 49 72 30 36 68 16 34 15
42 1987-88 324 51 68 23 45 73 17 32 15
15 S 1988 2 2
43 1988-89 327 57 73 24 38 69 17 31 18
44 1989-90 336 62 61 23 49 73 17 39 12
16 S 1989 1 1’

" One resolution adopted on the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Ninth Special Session.

% Two resolutions adopted on the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Eleventh Special Session.

? Continuation of 1980 session.

* One resolution adopted on the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Thirteenth Special Session.

> Adopted on the recommendation of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole of the Sixteenth Special Session.
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Session and year Total P 1 SP 2 3 4 5 6
17 S 1990 2 2!
18 S 1990 3 3?
45 1990 344 47 54 24 54 94 17 43 11
46 1991-92 306 66 42 24 59 58 9 34 14
47 1992-93 306 60 44 25 51 65 8 43 10
48 1993-94 333 67 45 28 52 70 62 9
49 1994-95 328 73 44 28 46 71 52 14
50 1995-96 325 76 46 24 41 64 61 13
51 1996-97 311 73 46 28 28 63 59 14
10 E 1997 2 2
19 S 1997 2 2
10| F 1997 1 1
52 1997-98 309 69 43 25 31 69 56 16
10 E’ 1997 1 1
10 E’ 1998 1 1
20 S 1998 8 8¢
53 1998-99 315 76 48 26 33 59 60 13
10 E’ 1999 1 1
21 S 1999 2 25
22 S 1999 2 26
54 1999-00 348 83 48 28 38 69 68 14
23 S 2000 3 37
24 S 2000 2 28
10 E’ 2000 1 1
55 2000-01 338 89 48 26 35 64 62 14
25 S 2001 2 2°
26 S 2001 2 2
56 2001-02 361 82 44 27 39 74 78 17
10 E’ 2001 2 2

" One resolution adopted on the recommendation of the Ad Hoc Commiittee of the Seventeenth Special Session.

% One resolution adopted on the recommendation of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Eighteenth Special Session.

? Continuation of 1997 session.

* Seven resolutions adopted on the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole of the Twentieth Special Session.

> One resolution adopted on the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole of the Twenty-First Special Session.

® One resolution adopted on the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole of the Twenty-Second Special Session.
" Two resolutions adopted on the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole of the Twenty-Third Special Session.
% One resolution adopted on the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole of the Twenty-Fourth Special Session.
? One resolution adopted on the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole of the Twenty-Fifth Special Session.

16



SUMMARY

Session and year Total P 1 SP 2 3 4 5 6

10 E! 2002 1 1

27 S 2002 2 22

10 E! 2002 1 1

57 2002-03 355 81 51 27 44 73 60 19

10 E! 2003 1 1

58 2003-04 330 67 46 25 38 72 66 16

10 E! 2003 1 1

10 E! 2003 1 1

10 E! 2004 1 1

59 2004-05 330 66° 52 27 40 66 58 21

28 S 2005 0 0

60 2005-06 301 55 54 28 40 58 54 12

61 2006-07 309 63 52 29 38 49 61 17

10 E! 2006 1 1

10 E! 2006 1 1

62 2007-08 286 49 49 27 33 59 51 18

63 2008-09 321 77 54 25 34 58 57 16

10 E! 2009 1 1

64 2009-10 306 63 49 27 42 58 51 16

65 2010-11 323 82 55 28 39 55 47 17

66 2011-12 307 55 47 26 42 66 49 22

67 2012-13 310 75 54 26 36 58 46 15

68 2013-14 262 32 48 27 41 71 21 22
Total 16436 | 2858 | 2330 | 1220 | 2463 | 2895 805 | 3007 858

! Continuation of 1997 session.

% One resolution adopted on the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole of the Twenty-Seventh Special Session.

? One resolution adopted on the report of the Ad Hoc Committee established by General Assembly resolution 51/210 of 17
December 1996 (Measures to eliminate international terrorism).
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FIGURE 3

MAIN COMMITTEE ORIGIN OF UNGA RESOLUTIONS:
PER CENT OF TOTAL RESOLUTIONS
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FIGURE 4

MAIN COMMITTEE ORIGIN OF UNGA RESOLUTIONS:
YEARLY AVERAGE (FIVE-YEAR TOTALS)
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YEARLY AVERAGE TOTAL VOTES ON UNGA RESOLUTIONS

Year
1946
1950
1960
1970
1980
1990
2000
2005
2010

1946-2013

TABLE 4

Yes (per cent)

38.1
44.1
72.4
95.7
1154
129.9
134.1
140.0
145.1
106.7

No
4.6
3.6
3.8
4.4
6.7
4.1
8.8

11.6
12.7
5.9

Total votes cast since 1946 and through 31 December 2013:

Total on all resolutions
Most on one resolution

Least

Yes
656,464
188
14

20

No
36,4

16
71
0

Abstention
4.8
4.9

11.2
12.1
16.5
13.6
18.0
19.4
18.4
14.4

Abstention
88,900
105
0
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF NEGATIVE VOTES

The following tables contain information on the negative votes cast against resolutions adopted
by the United Nations’ General Assembly. At its first session in 1946 the General Assembly
adopted 44 resolutions by a vote. They received an average of 38.1 votes in favor, 4.6 against
and 4.8 abstentions. With the increase UN Member States, it was to be expected that those
averages would also grow. But that is not exactly what happened.

Over the years the affirmative votes and abstentions have risen steadily. The evolution of the
negative votes, however, reveals that in 1950, 1960, 1970 and 1990 the average fell to 3.6, 3.8,
4.4 and 4.1, respectively, that is, below the 1946 level. Since then it has climbed to 13.3 (Table
4).

Since 1946 the General Assembly has adopted 6,153 (or 37 percent) of its resolutions by a
vote. There is a record for almost three-fourths of those votes. However, it has been possible to
trace and identify the paternity of 57% (2,436 of 4,285) of the negative votes cast against
resolutions adopted by a non-recorded vote. This was done through the explanations of vote
contained in the verbatim records of the meetings.

Through 31 December 2013, 36,416 votes had been cast against resolutions adopted by the
General Assembly. There have been, of course, many thousands more negative votes if one takes
into account all other votes that have taken place in the Assembly, that is, those that resulted in
the rejection of a draft resolution or those taken separately on preambular or operative
paragraphs of countless draft resolutions. On occasion separate votes have even been requested
on one or two words of the text of a draft resolution. Here we have examined only the votes on
draft resolutions adopted as a whole and the countries that rejected them.

What is the significance of the negative votes cast against General Assembly resolutions? To
begin with, they are, in the main, a clear and convincing signal of rejection of the majority’s will.
They are the formal expression of disagreement with a resolution’s content or part of the text.
That inconformity can be the result of several considerations, some philosophical and, more
often, political—an objection to the ideology that seems to be behind certain pronouncements.
This occurred in the seventies and eighties, for example, with resolutions on the establishment of
the New International Economic Order and, more recently, with those on the so-called right of
humanitarian intervention with which some wish to endow the Organization. Other negative
votes are motivated by more mundane considerations: because they refer to a country by its
name (the complaints in the 1980s regarding so-called “name-calling”) or because they condemn
an act committed by a State (human rights violations, colonialism, aggression, etc.).

The fact is that of the three votes possible —in favor, against or abstention— the negative
votes are the most interesting. A country can go along with the majority without much
enthusiasm, almost by inertia, and thus avoid distinguishing itself from the rest. It can also seek
the comfort that goes with the limbo of an abstention. But to vote “no” is often an imperative
necessity, an act of conviction (for large, medium and small countries) or the result of bilateral
pressure of larger nations. To go against the will of the majority thus requires a decision that can
have some unpleasant consequences for the country in question, especially if it is a relatively
small one.
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TABLE 5

NEGATIVE VOTES CAST AGAINST RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE UNGA,
1946—2013

Through 31December 2013 the General Assembly had adopted 6,153 resolutions by a vote:
2,109 (34.3 per cent) without any negative votes, 3,021 (49.1%) with one to ten, 593 (9.6%) with
11-20, 174 (2.8%) with 21-30, 52 (0.8%) with 31-40, 104 (1.7%) with 41-50, 95 (1.5%) with 51-
60 and 5 (0.08%) with 61-71.

Negative Total Total Negative Total Total
votes resolutions votes votes resolutions votes
0 2109 0 37 3 111
1 743 743 38 2 76
2 753 1506 39 9 351
3 311 933 40 3 120
4 166 664 41 8 328
5 272 1360 42 6 252
6 216 1296 43 8 344
7 139 973 44 4 176
8 122 976 45 17 765
9 165 1485 46 15 690
10 134 1340 47 9 423
11 112 1232 48 14 672
12 63 756 49 13 637
13 60 780 50 10 500
14 39 546 51 7 357
15 51 765 52 15 780
16 53 848 53 21 1113
17 61 1037 54 33 1782
18 55 990 55 12 660
19 64 1216 56 3 168
20 35 700 57 2 114
21 29 609 58 1 58
22 35 770 59 1 59
23 24 552 60 0 0
24 15 360 61 1 61
25 12 300 62 1 62
26 15 390 63 0 0
27 7 189 64 1 64
28 11 308 65 0 0
29 12 348 66 0 0
30 14 420 67 1 67
31 7 217 68 0 0
32 7 224 69 0 0
33 4 132 70 0 0
34 7 238 71 1 71
35 8 280 Total 6153 36416
36 2 72
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TABLE 6

RECORDED AND NON-RECORDED NEGATIVE VOTES
CAST AGAINST RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE UNGA

Number of Number of
negative Total Non- negative Total Non-
votes resolutions  Recorded Recorded votes resolutions  Recorded Recorded

0 2109 1165 944 36 2 2 0
1 743 625 118 37 3 3 0
2 753 673 80 38 2 2 0
3 311 289 22 39 9 9 0
4 166 147 19 40 3 3 0
5 272 123 149 41 8 8 0
6 216 154 62 42 6 6 0
7 139 108 31 43 8 8 0
8 122 83 39 44 4 4 0
9 165 114 51 45 17 17 0
10 134 96 38 46 15 15 0
11 112 80 32 47 9 9 0
12 63 45 18 48 14 14 0
13 60 51 9 49 13 13 0
14 39 37 2 50 10 10 0
15 51 40 11 51 7 7 0
16 53 47 6 52 15 15 0
17 61 56 5 53 21 21 0
18 55 50 5 54 33 33 0
19 64 61 3 55 12 12 0
20 35 34 1 56 3 3 0
21 29 27 2 57 2 2 0
22 35 32 3 58 1 1 0
23 24 22 2 59 1 1 0
24 15 15 0 60 0 0 0
25 12 12 0 61 1 1 0
26 15 15 0 62 1 1 0
27 7 7 0 63 0 0 0
28 11 11 0 64 1 1 0
29 12 12 0 65 0 0 0
30 14 14 0 66 0 0 0
31 7 7 0 67 1 1 0
32 7 7 0 68 0 0 0
33 4 4 0 69 0 0 0
34 7 7 0 70 0 0 0
35 8 8 0 71 1 1 0
6153 4501 1652

23



TABLE 7

NEGATIVE VOTES OF COUNTRIES ON THE 4,501 RECORDED VOTES
ON RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

A. Total negative votes of countries

Votes against: 1-10 11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-71 Total
1 | AFG 6 63 36 13 15 7 0 140
2 |ALB 112 62 43 16 81 86 2 402
3 |ALG 0 8 28 11 13 8 1 69
4 | AND 1 0 10 13 79 84 4 191
5 |ANG 6 13 24 3 0 0 0 46
6 | A&B 3 5 3 0 3 1 0 15
7 | ARG 15 13 7 8 5 5 3 56
8 | ARM 3 6 5 7 15 21 0 57
9 |AUZ 154 199 67 24 81 86 4 615

10 [OST 0 44 41 22 73 86 4 270
11 [AZE 0 0 8 6 9 9 1 33
12 [ BHS 0 0 1 1 4 1 1 8
13 | BHN 1 2 5 8 10 6 1 33
14 [ BAN 5 10 17 13 13 6 1 65
15 [ BAR 9 6 7 2 5 1 1 31
16 [BYE 178 170 54 18 16 13 1 450
17 | BEL 121 286 101 29 84 86 4 711
18 | BZE 6 1 1 0 3 5 0 16
19 [ BEN 5 11 7 6 5 4 1 39
20 | BHU 26 1 0 2 3 2 0 34
21 | BOL 21 15 8 7 5 0 0 56
22 | B&H 1 0 1 2 60 79 2 145
23 | BOT 0 2 3 2 6 2 0 15
24 | BRA 27 22 6 3 1 0 0 59
25 | BRU 0 0 14 8 11 4 1 38
26 | BUL 122 151 74 31 88 89 4 559
27 |BUK 2 5 4 2 2 1 1 17
28 | BRI 1 1 6 2 6 3 1 20
29 [CAB 0 1 1 2 0 2 0 6
30 | KAM 0 1 10 8 9 2 1 31
31 |CAM 3 2 3 1 0 2 0 11
32 | CAN 215 265 82 28 82 86 4 762
33 |CAR 4 2 3 2 2 1 0 14
34 | CHA 2 6 7 3 6 4 1 29
35 | CHE 20 26 11 5 6 9 4 81
36 | CHI 46 30 25 12 13 8 1 135
37 | COL 4 7 4 4 4 1 1 25
38 | COM 2 1 3 5 11 8 1 31
39 | CON 1 12 19 4 8 6 1 51
40 | COS 41 26 17 5 2 0 1 92
41 [ COT 1 3 5 2 3 1 1 16
42 | CRO 0 0 2 9 75 84 4 174
43 [CUB 27 116 57 20 15 8 1 244
44 [ CYP 0 1 1 3 68 82 4 159
45 [ CZR 4 9 31 17 81 86 4 232
46 | DPK 41 20 19 11 11 6 1 109
47 | DRC 6 4 11 8 4 6 1 40
48 | DEN 14 198 94 28 88 87 4 513
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Votes against: 1-10 11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-71 Total
49 | DJI 2 1 4 3 6 4 1 21
50 [DOM 7 3 2 0 2 1 0 15
51 | DMR 16 13 17 6 3 0 2 57
52 [ECU 6 11 8 2 3 1 0 31
53 [EGY 8 12 31 17 18 8 1 95
54 [ELS 22 29 14 4 4 0 1 74
55 [EQG 3 6 6 2 3 3 1 24
56 [ERI 0 0 0 3 2 1 0 6
57 [EST 0 2 20 17 82 86 4 211
58 [ETH 11 18 21 9 8 4 1 72
59 [FIJ 0 2 2 3 3 2 1 13
60 | FIN 5 62 63 27 88 87 4 336
61 [FRA 306 259 92 25 89 87 4 862
62 [ GAB 7 6 5 3 3 2 1 27
63 [GAM 5 7 7 6 5 5 1 36
64 [ GEO 2 2 9 6 36 83 4 142
65 [ GER 107 259 90 25 83 86 4 654
66 [ GHA 1 5 12 5 8 3 0 34
67 | GRE 8 26 41 18 80 86 4 263
68 [ GRN 25 15 13 2 5 1 0 61
69 [GUA 27 36 12 5 5 0 2 87
70 | GUI 0 11 16 3 11 7 1 49
71 [ GUB 0 1 2 1 2 2 0 8
72 | GUY 0 2 5 3 5 4 0 19
73 | HAI 5 18 11 5 1 0 1 41
74 | HON 13 24 12 7 4 0 1 61
75 | HUN 121 157 82 30 89 89 4 572
76 | ICE 8 181 77 29 84 86 4 469
77 | IND 88 31 26 19 18 7 1 190
78 |INS 6 27 28 19 12 6 1 99
79 [IRN 29 28 25 16 11 6 1 116
80 [IRQ 23 29 19 7 12 5 0 95
81 | IRE 1 89 57 22 69 86 4 328
82 |ISR 1108 211 78 25 70 86 4 1582
83 |ITA 51 245 97 28 84 86 4 595
84 | JAM 1 2 3 3 4 1 0 14
85 | JAP 39 153 47 18 31 80 2 370
86 | JOR 0 8 7 10 5 3 2 35
87 | KAZ 0 0 1 6 8 11 1 27
88 | KEN 4 1 2 1 7 2 0 17
89 | KIR 1 0 0 0 1 3 1 6
90 [ KUW 2 3 8 11 16 9 1 50
91 [KYR 0 0 0 3 5 5 0 13
92 | LAO 1 49 33 7 2 2 0 94
93 | LAT 6 4 25 18 80 85 4 222
94 [LEB 16 13 8 9 8 5 1 60
95 [LES 1 5 7 3 2 0 0 18
96 | LIB 13 12 7 3 2 1 0 38
97 | LBY 20 28 45 13 13 9 1 129
98 [LIE 1 1 6 17 79 84 4 192
99 [LIT 2 3 28 20 81 86 4 224

100 | LUX 99 280 99 29 84 86 4 681

101 | MAD 3 12 8 4 2 2 0 31

102 | MWI 9 12 7 4 2 1 0 35

103 | MYA 3 8 18 14 13 7 1 64

104 | MLD 0 4 6 8 9 5 2 34

105 | MLI 0 8 9 2 7 3 1 30
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Votes against: 1-10 11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-71 Total
106 | MTA 1 3 4 9 65 88 4 174
107 | MLL 286 6 6 4 30 79 4 415
108 | MAU 4 4 9 6 12 8 1 44
109 | MAR 18 1 1 0 1 1 0 22
110 | MEX 2 4 4 0 1 3 14
111 |MIC 274 7 5 4 62 71 4 427
112 | MCO 8 5 20 14 78 86 4 215
113 | MON 83 132 35 7 9 4 0 270
114 | MONT 0 0 1 1 23 56 4 85
115 | MOR 8 19 13 11 11 6 1 69
116 | MOZ 0 14 10 3 1 1 1 30
117 | MYN 8 28 22 10 16 7 1 92
118 | NAM 2 4 4 1 1 0 0 12
119 | NAU 128 5 0 0 1 2 2 138
120 | NEP 1 1 6 3 7 3 1 22
121 | NL 90 267 100 28 84 86 4 659
122 |NZ 40 180 61 21 65 82 4 453
123 | NIC 39 37 31 13 4 2 0 126
124 | NGR 2 7 7 5 7 5 0 33
125 | NIG 5 6 9 4 9 5 1 39
126 | NOR 11 201 79 30 84 87 4 496
127 | OMA 7 6 18 14 12 6 1 64
128 | PAK 18 26 18 15 17 8 1 103
129 | PAL 259 5 12 2 35 76 4 393
130 | PAN 20 9 4 4 3 5 4 49
131 | PNG 0 2 2 4 3 3 3 17
132 | PAR 19 22 10 5 4 0 1 61
133 | PER 5 8 4 1 1 1 2 22
134 | PHI 5 12 3 9 5 2 0 36
135 | POL 169 161 84 31 88 89 4 626
136 | POR 183 187 79 26 83 86 4 648
137 | QTR 2 5 11 16 13 6 1 54
138 |ROK 1 0 1 4 17 79 4 106
139 | MOL 1 1 3 13 64 86 4 172
140 | ROM 51 58 48 25 88 89 4 363
141 | RUS 201 173 74 21 25 20 1 515
142 | RWA 7 2 3 0 2 1 1 16
143 | SKN 3 1 3 0 3 1 0 11
144 | SL 1 2 7 0 5 1 3 19
145 | SVG 1 0 4 1 4 1 0 11
146 | SAM 1 0 1 2 1 23 3 31
147 | SM 0 1 0 5 71 83 4 164
148 | STP 0 1 4 3 0 1 0 9
149 | SAU 13 18 12 12 12 1 74
150 | SEN 3 5 4 2 10 7 0 31
151 | SER 0 5 0 0 30 77 4 116
152 | SEY 1 3 6 3 0 0 0 13
153 [ SIE 1 5 4 5 5 3 1 24
154 | SIN 2 3 3 3 10 2 0 23
155 | SLK 0 2 28 15 80 86 4 215
156 | SLV 0 0 19 15 82 86 4 206
157 | SOL 3 6 0 1 3 5 1 19
158 | SOM 2 3 10 5 11 8 1 40
159 | SAF 163 39 11 3 4 6 1 227
160 | SSU 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
161 | SPA 21 85 53 21 83 85 4 352
162 | SRI 6 9 18 8 14 7 0 62
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Votes against: 1-10 11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-71 Total
163 | SUD 16 23 37 16 19 9 1 121
164 | SUR 0 1 3 5 2 1 1 13
165 | SWA 2 6 3 3 6 0 1 21
166 | SWE 10 83 65 22 73 87 4 344
167 | SWI 1 1 2 0 45 67 4 120
168 | SYR 46 79 60 22 19 9 1 236
169 | TAJ 0 0 3 9 8 7 0 27
170 | THA 2 5 1 5 3 1 0 17
171 | MAC 1 2 6 12 77 83 4 185
172 | TIM 0 0 0 1 1 0 2 4
173 | TOG 4 3 6 3 3 7 1 27
174 | TON 0 0 0 0 3 1 2 6
175 | T&T 1 1 2 0 4 1 0 9
176 | TUN 0 1 3 8 15 6 1 34
177 | TUR 47 119 41 24 72 76 2 381
178 | TKM 1 0 6 6 8 5 0 26
179 | TUV 13 0 0 0 0 3 1 17
180 | UGA 11 3 6 0 9 3 0 32
181 | UKR 177 160 42 14 44 86 5 528
182 | UAE 1 2 6 7 5 0 1 22
183 | UK 454 311 95 28 84 86 4 1062
184 | TAN 2 6 16 1 9 4 0 38
185 | USA 1579 337 105 33 89 87 4 2234
186 | URU 19 28 11 11 4 0 4 77
187 | UZB 4 5 9 7 6 4 0 35
188 | VAN 3 0 1 0 0 1 2 7
189 | VEN 4 21 16 9 8 5 0 63
190 | VIE 2 61 40 14 8 5 1 131
191 | YEM 1 10 16 10 13 9 0 59
192 | ZAM 4 3 9 3 7 3 1 30
193 | ZIM 4 16 14 10 9 6 1 60
194 | CZE 164 157 50 14 8 3 0 396
195 | DYE 5 23 27 5 4 3 0 67
196 | GDR 76 105 26 6 2 2 0 217
197 | YUG 38 17 16 5 8 3 0 87

8371 7645' 4095° 1822° 4787 5091 325 32136

' One negative vote was cast by the United Arab Republic. The negative votes of Egypt and Syria are noted here.

? Three negative votes were cast by the United Arab Republic. The negative votes of Egypt and Syria are noted here.

? One negative vote was cast by the United Arab Republic. The negative votes of Egypt and Syria are noted here.
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0
0
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0
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Votes against:

Total resolutions:

AFG

AZE

BOL

CAM

COT

DMR

1

2 |ALB
3 [ALG
4 | AND
5 |ANG
6 [A&B
7 | ARG
8 | ARM
9 |AUZ
10 | OST

11

12 | BHS
13 | BHN
14 [ BAN
15 [BAR
16 | BYE
17 | BEL
18 [BZE
19 [ BEN
20 | BHU

21

22 [B&H
23 [BOT
24 | BRA
25 | BRU
26 | BUL
27 [BUK
28 | BRI
29 | CAB
30 | KAM

31

32 |CAN
33 |CAR
34 |CHA
35 |CHE
36 [CHI
37 |COL
38 |COM
39 |CON
40 [ COS

41

42 [CRO
43 [CUB
44 | CYP
45 [CZR
46 |DPK
47 | DRC
48 | DEN
49 [DII
50 | DOM

51

52 | ECU
53 | EGY
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Total

22

11

306

107

25

27

13
121

88

29
23

1108

51

39

16

13
20

99

286

18

10
96

34

30

42

25

26

14

33

114

17

13

66

25

11

16

16

83

21

13

37

17

33

108

17

10

71

12

58

154

29

20

101

16

81

123

30

65

30

147

47

87

34

289

66

25

144

13

24

18

673

18

13

416

625

0

27

0

0
0
0
0
0

23

137

0

0
0
0

0
0

Votes against:

Total resolutions:
54 | ELS

55 | EQG

56 | ERI

57 | EST

58 | ETH

59 | FIJ

60 | FIN

61

FRA

GRE

GUB

ICE

IND

INS

IRN

IRQ

IRE

ISR

ITA

KYR

MAD

62 | GAB
63 | GAM
64 | GEO
65 | GER
66 | GHA

67

68 | GRN
69 | GUA
70 | GUI

71

72 [GUY
73 | HAI

74 | HON
75 [HUN

76

77
78

79
80
81

82
83

84 |JAM
85 |JAP
86 |JOR
87 | KAZ
88 | KEN
89 | KIR
90 | KUW

91

92 |LAO
93 | LAT
94 | LEB
95 | LES
96 |LIB
97 |LBY
98 | LIE
99 |LIT
100 | LUX

101

102 [ MWI
103 [MYA
104 | MLD
105 | MLI
106 | MTA
107 |MLL
108 | MAU
109 | MAR
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Votes against: 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Total resolutions: 80 45 51 37 40 47 56 50 61 34 Total
166 | SWE 3 3 3 3 5 6 14 14 18 14 83
167 | SWI 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
168 | SYR 7 11 12 6 8 9 5 5 8 8 79
169 | TAJ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
170 | THA 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 2 5
171 | MAC 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 2
172 | TIM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
173 | TOG 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 3
174 | TON 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
175 | T&T 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
176 | TUN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
177 | TUR 6 13 9 5 5 10 23 17 26 5 119
178 | TKM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
179 | TUV 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
180 | UGA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 3
181 | UKR 44 14 21 18 14 15 9 7 7 11 160
182 | UAE 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 2
183 [ UK 30 26 24 24 22 29 41 40 53 22 311
184 | TAN 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 2 0 1 6
185 | USA 42 27 26 25 27 29 43 42 50 26 337
186 | URU 5 2 4 3 2 2 5 1 0 4 28
187 | UZB 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 5
188 | VAN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
189 | VEN 3 4 4 0 3 2 2 0 1 2 21
190 | VIE 2 2 8 7 9 12 4 4 5 8 61
191 [ YEM 0 1 3 0 1 3 1 0 1 0 10
192 | ZAM 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 3
193 | ZIM 1 4 1 0 1 2 2 1 1 3 16
194 | CZE 42 14 20 18 14 15 9 7 8 10 157
195 | DYE 1 1 0 0 2 5 2 3 4 5 23
196 | GDR 21 10 13 16 11 11 5 4 6 8 105
197 | YUG 3 1 2 1 2 1 4 1 1 1 17
Total | 880 540 664! 518 600 752 952 900 1159 680 7645

! One negative vote was cast by the United Arab Republic. The negative votes of Egypt and Syria are noted here.

35




SUMMARY

inst

th 21 to 30 votes agai

ions wi

D. Total negative votes of countries on resolut

Total

36
43

28

10
24

67
41

17

54

101

14
74

10

82

11

25

19
17

57

31

19
11

94

17

31

30
14

29
12

10

10

28

11

27

26
15

25

12

24
15

11

11

23

22

13

11

10

11

22
32

14

11

16

11

17

13

14

21

27

15

0
0
2
2

11

18

0
0

0
0
0

9
0
0

17

16

2
3

Votes against:

Total resolutions:

AFG

AZE

BOL

CAM

COT

DMR

1

2 [ALB
3 |ALG
4 | AND
5 [ANG
6 | A&B
7 | ARG
8 | ARM
9 [AUZ
10 [ OST

11

12 | BHS
13 | BHN
14 | BAN
15 | BAR
16 |BYE
17 | BEL
18 | BZE
19 | BEN
20 | BHU

21

22 | B&H
23 | BOT
24 | BRA
25 | BRU
26 | BUL
27 | BUK
28 | BRI
29 |CAB
30 | KAM

31

32 [CAN
33 [CAR
34 [CHA
35 [CHE
36 | CHI
37 [COL
38 [COM
39 [CON
40 | COS

41

42 | CRO
43 | CUB
44 | CYP
45 | CZR
46 | DPK
47 [DRC
48 | DEN
49 | DJI
50 | DOM

51

52 | ECU
53 |EGY
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Votes against: 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Total resolutions: |~ 27 32 22 15 12 15 7 11 12 14 | Total
166 | SWE 13 11 9 8 2 4 3 4 6 5 65
167 | SWI 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
168 | SYR 7 12 9 4 8 7 2 3 2 6 60
169 | TAJ 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 3
170 | THA 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
171 | MAC 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 6
172 | TIM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
173 | TOG 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 1 1 6
174 | TON 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
175 | T&T 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
176 | TUN 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 3
177 | TUR 3 5 3 6 3 4 3 3 5 6 41
178 | TKM 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 6
179 | TUV 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
180 | UGA 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 6
181 | UKR 8 8 7 4 3 4 1 4 2 1 42
182 | UAE 0 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 2 6
183 | UK 16 16 11 10 4 8 5 8 9 8 95
184 | TAN 0 2 1 0 3 3 1 2 1 3 16
185 | UusA 19 21 12 10 4 10 5 8 9 7 105
186 | URU 0 4 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 1 11
187 | UZB 3 3 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 9
188 | VAN 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
189 | VEN 3 5 1 0 2 3 0 1 0 1 16
190 | VIE 3 9 8 1 6 3 1 0 1 3 40
191 | YEM 0 0 1 3 2 4 1 2 1 2 16
192 [zam 0 1 2 0 1 2 0 1 1 1 9
193 | zIM 2 4 2 0 3 1 0 0 1 1 14
194 | CZE 9 10 8 4 2 4 2 6 2 3 50
195 | DYE 5 6 5 1 3 2 0 2 0 3 27
196 | GDR 3 7 5 1 2 2 0 0 1 0 26
197 | YUG 0 1 1 3 1 3 1 3 1 2 16
Total | 567 704 506 361" 300 390 189 309? 349° 420 4095

' One negative vote was cast by the United Arab Republic. The negative votes of Egypt and Syria are noted here.
% One negative vote was cast by the United Arab Republic. The negative votes of Egypt and Syria are noted here.
? One negative vote was cast by the United Arab Republic. The negative votes of Egypt and Syria are noted here.
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Total

71

1

67

64

62

61

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0

0
0

Votes against:

Total resolutions:

AFG

AZE

BOL

CAM

COT

DMR

1

2 [ALB
3 |ALG
4 | AND
5 [ANG
6 | A&B
7 | ARG
8 | ARM
9 [AUZ
10 [ OST

11

12 | BHS
13 | BHN
14 | BAN
15 | BAR
16 |BYE
17 | BEL
18 | BZE
19 | BEN
20 | BHU

21

22 | B&H
23 | BOT
24 | BRA
25 | BRU
26 | BUL
27 | BUK
28 | BRI
29 | CAB
30 | KAM

31

32 [CAN
33 [CAR
34 [CHA
35 [CHE
36 | CHI
37 [COL
38 [COM
39 [CON
40 | COS

41

42 | CRO
43 | CUB
44 | CYP
45 | CZR
46 | DPK
47 [DRC
48 | DEN
49 | DIJI
50 | DOM

51

52 | ECU
53 |EGY
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Total

71

1

67

64

62

61

0
0
0

0

0
0
0

0

0

0
0

0

Votes against:

Total resolutions:
54 | ELS

55 | EQG

56 | ERI

57 | EST

58 | ETH

59 | FIJ

60 | FIN

61

FRA

GRE

GUB

ICE

IND

INS

IRN

IRQ

IRE

ISR

ITA

KYR

MAD

62 | GAB
63 | GAM
64 | GEO
65 | GER
66 | GHA

67

68 | GRN
69 | GUA
70 | GUI

71

72 | GUY
73 | HAI

74 | HON
75 | HUN

76

77
78

79
80
81

82
83

84 [JAM
85 [JAP
86 [JOR
87 | KAZ
88 [ KEN
89 [KIR
90 | KUW

91

92 | LAO
93 | LAT
94 | LEB
95 | LES
96 |LIB
97 |LBY
98 | LIE
99 |LIT
100 | LUX

101

102 | MWI
103 | MYA
104 [MLD
105 [ MLI
106 | MTA
107 | MLL
108 | MAU
109 [ MAR
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Total

71

1

67

64

62

61

1

0

0
0
0

0

1

0

Votes against:

Total resolutions:

110 | MEX

111

MIC

NL

PNG

RUS

SER

SPA

112 [ MCO
113 | MON
114 | MONT
115 [ MOR
116 | MOZ
117 | MYN
118 | NAM
119 [ NAU
120 [ NEP

121

122 |NZ
123 [ NIC
124 | NGR
125 | NIG
126 | NOR
127 [ OMA
128 [PAK
129 | PAL
130 | PAN

131

132 [PAR
133 | PER
134 | PHI
135 | POL
136 [ POR
137 | QTR
138 | ROK
139 | MOL
140 [ ROM

141

142 | RWA
143 | SKN

144 | SL

145 | SVG
146 | SAM
147 | SM

148 | STP
149 | SAU
150 | SEN

151

152 | SEY
153 | SIE

154 | SIN

155 | SLK
156 [ SLV
157 | SOL
158 | SOM
159 | SAF
160 [ SSU

161

162 | SRI
163 | SUD

164 [ SUR
165 [ SWA
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Total

325

71

1

71

67

67

64

64

62

62

61

0
0

0

0
0
0
0
0

0

0

61

Votes against:

Total resolutions:
166 | SWE
167 | SWI
168 [ SYR
169 [ TAJ
170 | THA

171

MAC

UKR

YEM

Total

172 [ TIM

173 | TOG
174 | TON
175 [ T&T
176 | TUN
177 | TUR
178 | TKM
179 [TUV
180 | UGA

181

182 | UAE
183 | UK

184 [ TAN
185 | USA
186 | URU
187 [ UZB
188 [ VAN
189 | VEN
190 | VIE

191

192 [ZAM
193 | ZIM
194 | CZE
195 [DYE
196 [ GDR
197 | YUG
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TABLE 8

NEGATIVE VOTES OF COUNTRIES ON THE 1,652 NON-RECORDED VOTES
ON RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

SUMMARY
Total resolutions adopted by a non-recorded vote: 1,652
Total resolutions adopted without a negative vote: 944
Total resolutions adopted with negative votes: 708
Total negative votes cast against resolutions adopted by non-recorded votes: 4,285
Total negative votes identified: 2,436
Per cent of negative votes identified: 56.8%

A. Non-recorded votes on resolutions with 1 to 14 votes against

Negative votes 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
1 | AFG 1
ALB 4 1 3 1 2 8 24 2 9
ALG
AND
ANG
A&B
ARG 1 1
ARM
9| AUZ 1 1 4 4 2 3 1 5 2 2 7 3
10| OST
11| AZE
12 [ BHS
13 [ BHN
14 | BAN
15| BAR
16 [BYE 1 102 27 15 20 31 17 16 1 3 2
17 | BEL 5 3 6 1 5 1 3 3 4 1 3 4 5
18 | BZE
19| BEN
20 | BHU
21 | BOL 1
22 | B&H
23| BOT
24 | BRA 1 1
25 | BRU
26 | BUL 6 15 31 15 16 1 1 2
27 | BUK
28 | BRI
29 | CAB
30 | KAM
31| CAM
32| CAN 2 1 2 2 1 5 2
33| CAR 1
34| CHA
35| CHE 1
36 | CHI 1
37| COL 1

[o=] BN KoY RUL 3 o OS] | (8]
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Negative votes 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

38 | COM

39 | CON

40 [ COS

41 [ COT

42 [ CRO

43 [ CUB 4 2 2 5 14 1 2

441 CYP

45 [ CZR

46 [ DPK

47 [ DRC

48 | DEN 1 3 2 3

49| DJI

50 | DOM

51 | DMR

52 | ECU

53| EGY I

54 | ELS

55 | EQG 1

56 | ERI

57| EST

58 | ETH 1 1

59 | F1J

60 | FIN 1

61 | FRA 2 5 2 6 2 3 4 3 3 5 6 1

62 | GAB

63 | GAM

64 | GEO

65 | GER )

66 | GHA

67 | GRE 1

68 | GRN

69 | GUA 1

70 [ GUI

71 [ GUB

72 {GUY

73 | HAI 1

74 | HON 1

75 | HUN 6 1 11 8 31 15 16 1 1 2

76 [ ICE 1

77 IND 1 1

78 | INS 1

79 [IRN

80| IRQ 1

81 | IRE 1

82 | ISR 4 1 1 1 1 1

83 | ITA 2 1 1 2 4

84 | JAM

85| JAP 1 1 1 1 1

86 | JOR

87| KAZ

88 | KEN

89 | KIR

90 | KUW

91 | KYR

92 |LAO

93 | LAT

94 | LEB
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Negative votes 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

95 | LES

96 | LIB 1 1

97 [LBY 1 3

98 | LIE

99 | LIT

100 | LUX 1 1 1 2 3 2

101 | MAD

102 | MWI 1 1 1

103 | MYA

104 | MLD

105 | MLI 1

106 | MTA

107 | MLL

108 | MAU

109 | MAR

110 | MEX 1 1

111 | MIC

112 | MCO

113 | MON 6 6 13 16 1 1 2

114 | MONT

115 | MOR

116 | MOZ

117 | MYN 1

118 | NAM

119 | NAU

120 | NEP

121 | NL 1 1 2 1 2 2 3 1 2 6 3

122 | NZ 1 2 1 3 2 2 5 3

123 | NIC 1 1 1

124 | NGR

125 | NIG

126 | NOR 1 1 3 1

127 | OMA

128 | PAK 1

129 | PAL

130 | PAN

131 | PNG

132 | PAR

133 | PER 1 1 1

134 | PHI 1 1

135 | POL 102 27 19 32 17 16 1

136 | POR 1 29 4 4 1 15 1 1 2 1 1

137 QTR

138 | ROK

139 | MOL

140 | ROM 7 8 26 14 14 1 2

141 | RUS 1 102 28 15 22 34 19 19 1 3 2

142 | RWA

143 | SKN

144 | SL

145 | SVG

146 | SAM

147 | SM

148 | STP

149 | SAU 1

150 | SEN 1

151 | SER
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Negative votes 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

152 | SEY

153 | SIE

154 | SIN

155 | SLK

156 | SLV

157 | SOL

158 | SOM

159 | SAF 13 30 2 4 2 1 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 1

160 | SSU

161 | SPA 1 1

162 | SRI

163 | SUD

164 | SUR

165 | SWA

166 | SWE 1 1 2 2 2

167 | SWI

168 | SYR 1 3 1

169 | TAJ

170 | THA 1

171 | MAC

172 | TIM

173 | TOG 1

174 | TON

175 | T&T

176 | TUN

177 | TUR 1

178 | TKM

179 | TUV

180 | UGA

181 | UKR 1 102 27 15 20 31 17 16 1 3 2

182 | UAE

183 | UK 2 3 7 6 7 3 3 3 5 3 2 7 4

184 | TAN

185 | USA 3 1 3 3 2 3 2 1 2 2 6 4

186 | URU 1

187 | UZB

188 | VAN

189 | VEN

190 | VIE

191 | YEM

192 | ZAM

193 | ZIM

194 | CZE 102 27 14 21 31 17 16 1 3 2

195 | DYE

196 | GDR 3 8 5 1 1

197 | YUG 19 2 1

Total | 50 81 |34 [32 |551 177 128 173|318 185 [204 74 69 24

Negative votes 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Total resolutions | 118 80 22 19 149 62 31 39 51 38 32 18 9 2

Total votes 118 160 |66 |76 |745 372 |217 |312 |459 [380 [352 (216 |[117 28

Votes identified | 50 81 34 132 [551 177 128 173|318 185 [204 74 69 24
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B. Non-recorded votes on resolutions with 15 to 23 votes against and totals

Negative votes

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Total

1

AFG

2

ALB

58

ALG

1

AND

0

ANG

A&B

ARG

[ee] RN [o ) LU, | IESN) ROV | ]

ARM

AUZ

50

OST

11

AZE

12

BHS

13

BHN

14

BAN

15

BAR

16

BYE

243

17

BEL

57

18

BZE

19

BEN

20

BHU

21

BOL

22

B&H

23

BOT

24

BRA

25

BRU

26

BUL

93

27

BUK

28

BRI

29

CAB

30

KAM

31

CAM

32

CAN

28

33

CAR

34

CHA

35

CHE

36

CHI

37

COL

38

COM

39

CON

40

COS

41

COT

42

CRO

43

CUB

31

44

CYP

45

CZR

46

DPK

47

DRC

48

DEN

22

49

DJI

50

DOM

51

DMR

52

ECU

53

EGY

54

ELS
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Negative votes

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Total

55

EQG

56

ERI

57

EST

58

ETH

59

F1J

60

FIN

w

—_

61

FRA

62

GAB

63

GAM

64

GEO

65

GER

66

GHA

67

GRE

68

GRN

69

GUA

70

GUI

71

GUB

72

GUY

73

HAI

—_

74

HON

[\

75

HUN

98

76

ICE

77

IND

78

INS

79

IRN

80

IRQ

81

IRE

82

ISR

—_

Wlwln|—= |~ |n|w

83

ITA

84

JAM

85

JAP

(o)

86

JOR

87

KAZ

88

KEN

89

KIR

90

KUW

91

KYR

92

LAO

93

LAT

94

LEB

95

LES

96

LIB

w

97

LBY

98

LIE

99

LIT

100

LUX

17

101

MAD

102

MWI

103

MYA

104

MLD

105

MLI

106

MTA

107

MLL

108

MAU

109

MAR

110

MEX

111

MIC
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Negative votes

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Total

112

MCO

113

MON

47

114

MONT

115

MOR

116

MOZ

117

MYN

118

NAM

119

NAU

120

NEP

121

NL

122

NZ

123

NIC

124

NGR

125

NIG

126

NOR

127

OMA

128

PAK

129

PAL

130

PAN

131

PNG

132

PAR

133

PER

134

PHI

135

POL

.

227

136

POR

68

137

QTR

138

ROK

139

MOL

140

ROM

78

141

RUS

254

142

RWA

143

SKN

144

SL

145

SVG

146

SAM

147

SM

148

STP

149

SAU

150

SEN

151

SER

152

SEY

153

SIE

154

SIN

155

SLK

156

SLV

157

SOL

158

SOM

159

SAF

77

160

SSU

161

SPA

162

SRI

163

SUD

164

SUR

165

SWA

166

SWE

20

167

SWI

168

SYR

10
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Negative votes

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Total

169 | TAJ

170 | THA

171 | MAC

172 | TIM

173 | TOG

174 | TON

175 | T&T

176 | TUN

177 | TUR

178 | TKM

179 | TUV

180 | UGA

181 | UKR

243

182 | UAE

183 | UK

71

184 | TAN

— |

185 | USA

44

186 | URU

187 | UZB

188 | VAN

189 | VEN

190 | VIE

191 | YEM

192 | ZAM

193 | ZIM

194 | CZE

242

195 | DYE

196 | GDR

18

197 | YUG

25

Total

100

48

42!

34

30

20

222

2438

Negative votes

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Total resolutions

11

38

Total votes

165

96

85

90

57

20

42

66

46

667

Votes identified

100

43

41

34

30

20

21

41

336

! One negative vote was cast by the United Arab Republic. The negative votes of Egypt and Syria are noted here.
% One negative vote was cast by the United Arab Republic. The negative votes of Egypt and Syria are noted here.
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THE COINCIDENCE INDEX AND ITS MEDIAN

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) resolutions are a concrete expression of world
opinion on a wide variety of multilateral issues. The analysis of the votes cast by States on those
issues is one way of taking the pulse of the international situation at a given moment. A
comparison of those votes can lead to a better understanding of the UN and of the attitude of
individual countries towards the Organization. Therein lies the value of studying General
Assembly voting patterns. However, it is difficult to devise a method to measure objectively the
degree to which countries agree or disagree at the UN.

Voting patterns at the UN General Assembly have long been analyzed. Votes have been
compared and the question asked is, Who votes with whom on a given issue? Statistics are
compiled and conclusions drawn. Some analysts have approached the subject of voting at the UN
as an academic exercise; others have more specific objectives in mind and certain governments
have gone so far as to link votes to the level of their foreign aid to other countries

Some governments have identified the ten or so resolutions which most interest them and
have then compared their own votes to those of others. But this tends to be a highly subjective
exercise. A few non-governmental organizations have approached the problem with more
objectivity. After identifying the most important resolutions adopted at a session, they analyze
each nation’s vote according to a set of predetermined criteria, such as the World Federalists’
“World Order Values”.

It would, of course, be most useful to have a set of agreed criteria with which to analyze and
evaluate each country’s votes. One could think in terms of the UN Charter’s purposes and
principles. But even here there is the risk of some degree of subjectivity, since on any issue there
can be conflicting interpretations of the Charter’s provisions. The fact is that year after year UN
Members are called upon to define their position by voting on a variety of resolutions. And
deciding how to vote is not always easy. Voting is the culmination of the Assembly’s debates.
That is to be expected in a body whose decision-making process is based on democratic
principles.

It is true that the General Assembly has adopted well over half of its resolutions without a
vote. But resolutions on the most controversial issues are almost always put to a vote, and it is
precisely those resolutions that allow us to study and compare the attitude of Member States
towards certain crucial problems of international relations.

When a resolution is put to a vote, delegations may vote “Yes”, “No” or “Abstention”. They
may also opt “to absent themselves” from the room. Finally, they may decide to remain in the
room but announce that they are “not participating” in the vote.

Let us examine the UNGA voting records of UN Members and attempt to measure the extent
of agreement among them. To do so, we shall rely on three analytical tools: the Coincidence
Index devised for this study, the grouping of resolutions according to issues, and the median.

How often did country A vote the same as country B? When they voted differently, was it a
case of “Yes/No” or did it involve abstentions? How does one take into account absences
(genuine or self-imposed) or “announced non-participation” (which is really an absence)? The
Coincidence Index (CI) is designed to answer those questions. If country A always votes “Yes”
while country B always votes “No”, their CI is zero; if they always vote the same, their CI is
1000. Between these two extremes one can find all UN Members.

To determine the CI, begin by eliminating those votes in which one (or both) of the countries
being compared was absent. Then add all those times in which they voted the same: Yes/Yes,
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No/No or Abstention/Abstention. To each of those “coinciding” or identical votes assign a value
of two; and, in order to differentiate between a Yes/No, on the one hand, and a Yes/Abstention or
a No/Abstention, on the other, assign to the latter a value of one. The formula is quite simple:

2 (total identical votes) + (total Abstention/Yes + Abstention/No)
Cl =

2 (total resolutions both voted)

The CI is only a tool for comparing the votes of any two given States. It does not pretend to
judge the content of the resolution being voted. That would be an exercise fraught with danger. It
simply takes into account how often the votes were identical (Yes/Yes, No/No and Abs/Abs),
different (Abstention/Yes or Abstention/No) or opposite (Yes/No).

The CI appears to produce less distortion than other methods. For example, in its annual
“Report to Congress on Voting Practices in the United Nations”, the US State Department seeks
to ascertain the “percent coincidence of a country’s votes with the United States, calculated on
the basis of Yes/No votes only and does not take into account abstentions or absences”. This
approach can skew the results since it tends to exaggerate the extremes: it magnifies the extent of
agreement or disagreement and thus appears greater or smaller than the CI (Table A).
Abstentions do matter and should be included in the calculations.

A computer program was written following the CI method and a data base was created from

the 4,486 recorded votes

TABLE A ;
Coincidence of US votes with the UK and the USSR (Russia): sInee 1.946 on Ass.embly
a comparison of the results using two different methods resolutions,  indicating

the votes cast by every
1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 N Member State (yes,

no, abstention or
absent). A file was

United States/United Kingdom
US State Department 813 1000 1000 962 818 644 800

Coincidence Index 750 855 932 862 738 632 667

United States/Soviet Union opened for each country
US State Department 313 579 182 164 167 302 300 that has participated in
Coincidence Index 342 597 333 324 262 403 312 those votes and, by the

end of December 2013,
the data bank contained 879,256 entries. The computer did the rest.

The mountain of the compiled data had to be distilled and its presentation had to be
condensed. In order to focus the analysis and trace the evolution of the voting patterns, the study
was divided over time and by subject. It was relatively easy to identify the most important items
debated in the Assembly in order to examine how the CI varied from one issue to another. They
have been grouped under the following ten headings:

1. United Nations Budget

2. Political

3. International security and non-nuclear disarmament
4. Nuclear disarmament

5. Economic

6. Social

7. Codification of International Law

8. Decolonization

9. Middle East/Palestine

10. Southern Africa

Table B lists the number of resolutions included under each of those headings.
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TABLE B

Subjects of the 4,486 UNGA resolutions adopted by a recorded vote
and included in the data bank

Subject Number of resolutions
United Nations Budget 263
Political matters 423
International security and disarmament 1207
International security and non-nuclear disarmament 573
Nuclear disarmament 634
Economic matters 191
Social matters 576
Codification of International Law 150
Decolonization 501
Middle East 1060
Southern Africa 458
Apartheid 271
Namibia 111
Other 76
Total* 4829

* Includes resolutions listed under more than one subject.

The General Assembly’s agenda has changed over the years. During its first four decades the
number of agenda items grew almost constantly, especially in the 1970s and early 1980s. Then it
declined and has been more or less stable since the early 1990s. These changes are reflected in
the resolutions adopted by a recorded vote. Those resolutions allow us to study the evolving
interests of UN Member States on a variety of subjects that continue to divide the General
Assembly. The following figures attempt to show that evolution.
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Figure A

All UNGA resolutions by subject
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Figure B

UNGA resolutions adopted by a recorded vote by subject
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Figure C

All UNGA resolutions by subject: Yearly average of five-year totals
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Figure D

UNGA resolutions adopted without a vote by subject: Yearly average of five-year totals
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Figure E

UNGA resolutions adopted by a vote by subject: Yearly average of five-year totals
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Figure F

How UNGA resolutions were adopted: Total by subject (per cent)
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Figure G

How UNGA resolutions were adopted: by subject (yearly average of five-year totals)
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80

International security and non-nuclear disarmament
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80

Economic issues
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80
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The basic tool employed in this study is the median, or the point at which UN Member States
are divided into two equal parts. And countries have been grouped according to the UN’s
regional divisions. In Table C other groups are included for the sake of comparison. Graph B
offers an example of how the median of the Coincidence Index has evolved over the years.

TABLE C
Median of the Coincidence Index among UN Member States

Median of the
Coincidence Index

All UN Member States, 1946-2013* 872

UN regional groups

Africa, 1946-2013 968

Asia, 1946-2013 906

Eastern Europe, 1946-2013 941
1946-1989 986
1990-2013 939

Latin America and Caribbean, 1946-2013 936

Western European and Others, 1946-2013 887

Other grouping

Arab States, 1946-2013 968

European Union, 1946-2012 902
1946-1951 (6 future members)** 870
1952-1972 (6 founding members) 924
1973-1985 (9) 906
1986-1994 (12) 901
1995-2003 (15) 965
2004-2006 (25) 978
2007-2012 (27) 975
2013- (28) 983

Group of 77, 1946-2013*** 933

* Through December 2013.

** Belgium, France, Luxembourg and Netherlands. The Federal Republic of Germany
and Italy were not yet UN Members.
*#%* Includes the 132 members in 2013. The IC of all 140 countries that are or have been
members of the G-77 is 930 (Cyprus, Democratic Yemen, Malta, Mexico, Palau,
Republic of Korea, Romania and Yugoslavia).
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Graph B

Median of the CI among all UN Members, 1946-2013
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What has been the median of the Coincidence Index in the General Assembly on the different
agenda items? Table D lists the five-year total number of resolutions adopted by a recorded vote
under each of the ten main subject headings. Table E lists the five-year median of the CI among
all UN Members on those subjects and Graphs C, D and E offer a picture of the evolution of the
extent of agreement in the General Assembly.
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TABLE D
Subjects of resolutions adopted by a recorded vote:
Five-year totals

SUMMARY

ALL | UNB | POL | IS&D | ND | ECO | SOC | CIL | DEC | ME/P | SAF
1946-50 106 2 35 0 1 1 15 6 31 7 8
1951-55 80 1 37 3 0 4 6 2 14 0 13
1956-60 122 5 44 2 9 6 3 4 20 16 13
1961-65 101 12 16 2 12 2 4 3 22 7 21
1966-70 173 4 20 3 15 6 15 18 45 14 33
1971-75 380 45 30 31 41 28 35 10 55 39 66
1976-80 610 82 51 41 62 38 47 13 55 107 114
1981-85 809 68 46 115 113 46 64 27 48 185 97
1986-90 688 19 37 112 103 32 65 22 56 163 79
1991-95 368 1 18 58 52 5 47 11 40 122 14
1996-00 368 6 28 62 56 4 57 9 31 115 0
2001-05 395 6 25 57 62 3 90 6 32 114 0
2006-10 414 9 20 62 68 11 87 13 34 110 0
2011-13 215 3 16 25 40 5 41 6 18 61 0
Total | 4829 | 263 423 573 634 191 576 150 501 1060 | 458
ALL: All resolutions
UNB: United Nations budget
POL: Political questions
IS&D: International security and non-nuclear disarmament
ND: Nuclear disarmament
ECO: Economicquestions
SOC: Social questions
CIL: Codification of International Law
DEC: Decolonization
ME/P: Middle East/Palestine
SAF: SouthernAfrica, including Apartheid
TABLE E
Median of the Coincidence Index among UN Member States:
Five-year totals
ALL | UNB | POL | IS&D | ND | ECO | SOC | CIL | DEC | ME/P | SAF
1946-50 775 [2] 742 [0] [1] [1] [9] [4] 828 [6] [8]
1951-55 815 [1] 905 [1] [0] [4] [6] [1] 750 [0] 769
1956-60 786 [5] 727 [2] [8] [6] [3] [4] 800 781 950
1961-65 828 818 750 [2] 833 [2] [4] [1] 885 [7] 900
1966-70 817 [4] 694 [3] 900 [6] 800 861 878 714 944
1971-75 869 941 783 942 885 907 871 [8] 913 814 975
1976-80 905 948 848 910 889 971 844 [7] 861 875 949
1981-85 910 946 833 898 889 976 854 972 896 915 978
1986-90 936 950 862 972 937 982 918 969 923 925 955
1991-95 876 [1] 800 933 875 [5] 764 | 1000 846 902 875
1996-00 873 [7] 929 892 839 [4] 736 [7] 900 940 [0]
2001-05 875 [7] 929 900 833 [4] 831 [5] 926 906 [0]
2006-10 885 | 1000 893 933 856 900 812 [9] 958 930 [0]
2011-13 863 [3] 808 913 855 [5] 797 [6] 937 925 [0]

Figures in brackets indicate less than ten resolutions on the subject.
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Graph C

Median of the CI among all UN Members, by subject: Political. economic and social questions
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SUMMARY

Graph D

Median of the CI among all UN Members, by subject: International security
and non-nuclear disarmament and nuclear disarmament
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SUMMARY

Graph E

Median of the CI among all UN Members, by subject: UN budget, Codification of International Law,
decolonization, Middle East/Palestine and Southern Africa, including Apartheid
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